f Incomplete week.
The reduction in the prevalence of scarlet fever noted last month still continues for there were only 162 cases registered during the four weeks ending 28th May compared with 364 for the same period of 11)48. There were no deaths and neither was there any mortality from diphtheria, cases of the disease continuing to be less numerous.
Although cases of respiratory diseases notified are again lower than the previous year, the number of deaths is about the same as for this period a year ago.
Cases of tuberculosis notified remain at a high level although the number of deaths is smaller, 8f> against 106 for pulmonary forms of the disease and 14 against 1!) for non-pulmonary forms.
Among the non-eonpulsory notifiable diseases measles is still prevalent to a certain extent for there were 1,041 cases this year compared with 218 in 1948. There is also a minor prevalence of whooping cough, the comparative figures being 546 and 62.
The birth rate is again lower, as is also the death rate, the latter being I2."> for the month against 13.2 in 1948. There were only 79 deaths of children in the first year of life compared with 127 for the same period a year ago, part of this reduced mortality being explained by the reduction in the deaths from diarrhoea and enteritis, 10 against 30.
